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BIBLICAL STUDIES 9484/32

Paper 3 Prophets of the Old Testament May/June 2025

 1 hour 30 minutes

You must answer on the enclosed answer booklet.

You will need: Answer booklet (enclosed)

INSTRUCTIONS

 ● Answer four questions in total:

Section A: answer two questions.

Section B: answer Question 4.

Section C: answer one question.

 ● Follow the instructions on the front cover of the answer booklet. If you need additional answer paper, 

ask the invigilator for a continuation booklet.

INFORMATION

 ● The total mark for this paper is 50.

 ● The number of marks for each question or part question is shown in brackets [ ].
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Section A

Answer two of the following three questions.

Answers should refer to the context of the passage wherever possible. Answers should not retell the 

story from which the passage is taken.

1 Outline points of interest or difficulty in the following passage.

	 Isaiah	9:6 – 7,	NRSVA

For a child has been born for us,

 a son given to us;

authority rests upon his shoulders;

 and he is named

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

His authority shall grow continually,

 and there shall be endless peace

for the throne of David and his kingdom.

 He will establish and uphold it

with justice and with righteousness

 from this time onwards and for evermore.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. [5]

2 Outline points of interest or difficulty in the following passage.

	 1	Samuel	9:1–3,	NRSVA

 There was a man of Benjamin whose name was Kish son of Abiel son of Zeror son of Becorath 

son of Aphiah, a Benjaminite, a man of wealth. He had a son whose name was Saul, a handsome 

young man. There was not a man among the people of Israel more handsome than he; he stood 

head and shoulders above everyone else.

 Now the donkeys of Kish, Saul’s father, had strayed. So Kish said to his son Saul, ‘Take one of the 

boys with you; go and look for the donkeys.’ [5]

3 Outline points of interest or difficulty in the following passage.

	 1	Kings	18:17–19,	NRSVA

 When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, ‘Is it you, you troubler of Israel?’ He answered, ‘I have 

not troubled Israel; but you have, and your father’s house, because you have forsaken the 

commandments of the Lord and followed the Baals. Now therefore have all Israel assemble 

for me at Mount Carmel, with the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred 

prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table. [5]

 [Total: 10]
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Section B

Answer Question 4.

4 Read the following passage and then answer the question below:

Isaiah	6:1–5,	NRSVA

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem 

of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with 

two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And 

one called to another and said:

‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;

the whole earth is full of his glory.’

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with 

smoke. And I said: ‘Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 

people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!’

 Discuss the view that Isaiah’s prophetic call narrative is not literally true. Refer to the passage 

above and other passages you have studied in your answer. [15]

Section C

Answer EITHER Question 5 OR Question 6.

EITHER

5 ‘As a court prophet, Nathan was hostile to King David.’ Discuss this claim. [25]

OR

6 ‘Elijah was important only as a miracle-worker.’ Assess this claim. [25]
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